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Abstract - Knowledge and experience are intrinsically 

connected. Studies have generally shown that knowledge, aw-

areness and perceptions are directly proportional to the skills 

and experience of individuals in their respective disciplines. 

Propped on the theory of epistemology, this study was aimed 

at assessing the knowledge, awareness and perceptions of the 

oil and gas legal experts on the National Gas Policy (NGP) 

2017. The knowledge assessment was carried out by compari-

ng the correlation between academic qualification and years  

of experience of the experts on the Nigerian policy framework 

of the gas sector (with emphasis on the NGP 2017). The study 

highlights the attempts of the present policy framework at 

reducing gas flaring. Furthermore, the study found that there 

is no significant relationship between the years of experience 

and the knowledge of oil and gas experts on the NGP 2017,as 

some with less years of experience were found to be more kno-

wledgeable about the policy. The existing gap in knowledge 

could be attributed to the absence of an in-depth knowledge 

of the oil and gas legal experts on some aspects of NGP 2017. 

The study therefore suggests a possible inclusion of advanced 

education on market based instruments in environmental law 

curriculum subsequently. 

 

Index Terms - Gas flaring, National Gas Policy 2017, 

Oil and gas legal experts, years of experience, knowledge. 

I. INTRODUCTION 

The National Gas Policy is comprised of initiatives by the

Federal Government of Nigeria to address the nation’s gas  sec

tor issues. This initiative commenced amongst other things,wit

h the Natural Gas Strategy in 2003, National Gas Policy 

2004, Gas Master Plan (GMP) 2008; and legislations such as  t

he Nigerian Domestic Gas Supply and Pricing Regulations 

and the Petroleum Industry Bill [1]. The policy substituted the 

GMP which previously made provision for the enlargement of

the internal gas market. Nigeria has not been deficient with  re

ference to policy initiatives, however, lots of the policies are 

yet to be transmuted into laws.  
The National Gas Policy 2017 is a robust compendium of 

Nigeria’s past policies aimed at phasing out gas flaring within 

the past thirteen years. At the policy level in Nigeria, it appea-

rs that the strength of the present framework consisting of the 

National Gas Policy 2017, the National Petroleum Policy 2017 

and the National Petroleum Fiscal Policy 2017, lies in the fact 

that they have aspects of market instruments incorporated 

within them; which instruments are inter alia, targeted at  

reducing gas flaring. The policy maps out government’s goals 

for the gas sector and sets goals, strategies and plans for the 

introduction of an appropriate context to resolve hiccups with 

present investment in the sector [2].  

Gas flaring has been defined as the controlled burning of 

Natural gas trapped with oil reserves in the ground and 

released and extracted along with crude oil from the ground 

[3]. It is the practice of burning off unwanted and unutilised 

associated gases that are extracted from the inner parts of the 

earth along with crude oil [4]. Gas flaring has remained uniqu-

ely branded as a singular foremost origin of ecological pollut-

ion in the Niger Delta region [5]. The Niger Delta region is the 

nucleus of Nigeria’s oil and natural gas resources. Nigeria has 

estimated natural gas reserves of approximately 180.5 trillion 

cubic feet (tcf) and 37.1 billion barrels of proven crude oil 

reserves with a production capacity of 2.4 million barrels per 

day [6].  

Although natural gas is Nigeria’s most dominant natural 

resource and it is regarded as a gas province with some oil in 

it [7], the utilisation of gas within the country is nevertheless  i

n complete and the massive gas reserves are underutilised duet

o poor gas infrastructure and the absence of a resilient gas 

market [8]. The U.S Energy Information Administration stated 

that Nigeria was ranked the fifth highest natural gas flaring 

country, with a diminution from the second position it held in 

2011 [9]. 

Presently, Nigeria has been ranked the seventh highest  ga

s flaring nation in the world. In order to achieve the national 

mandate for flare out policy by 2020, the National Gas Policy 

2017 introduced commercialisation of flared gas for supply 

into the domestic market. This has been a strategic priority 

focus of the federal government, through the ongoing Nigeria 

Gas Flare Commercialisation Program (NGFCP) initiated by 

the Minister of Petroleum Resources on December 13, 2016. 

The Federal Government had initiated diverse actions to reaff-

irm its commitment to putting an end to gas flaring and 

partaking in emission reductions in line with the provisions of 

the national policy on the environment and the Paris Agreem-

ent. Precisely, the commitment was demonstrated by the ratif-

ication of the Paris Agreement of 2015, signing of the Global 

Gas Flaring Partnership (GGFP) principles for global flare-out 

by 2030, while committing to a national flare-out target by the 
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year 2020 and the launching of the National Gas Flare Comm-

ercialisation Programme (NGFCP) [10]. 
This paper contends that the NGP is not a rehash of earli-

er gas policies, as it introduces new dimensions into the regul-

ation of oil and gas operations in Nigeria. With reference to 

the commercial framework the NGP seeks to bring on board a 

network code and gas swaps respectively. The network code 

would allow access to all midstream facilities. The National 

Gas Flare Commercialisation Programme (NGFCP), a trade  

measure, initiated in Nigeria by the federal government, to re-

gulate gas flaring by commercialising the gas, is a typical exa-

mple of a market instrument. Market based instruments are in-

telligent means of regulation, which amongst other things, are

designed to ensure efficacy in achieving environmental outc-

omes. Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Develop-

ment provided a compilation of diverse cost effective instrum-

ents [11].  

Another example of market instrument proposed under  th

e National Gas Policy is the ‘gas swap arrangement.’ This is a 

commercial arrangement between the federal government 

and the international oil companies (IOCs) engaged in oil and 

gas operations in Nigeria. The arrangement would encourage 

market players to develop their market positions. However,  o

nly market players who have met their domestic gas supply  o

bligations (DGSO) would be allowed to engage in the comm-

ercial gas swap arrangement. It is instructive to note that the 

DGSO is an authorised obligation to the national gas market; 

whereby gas producers are to set aside, a fixed percentage of 

gas produced for supplying the local market. 

The National Gas Policy seeks to ensure that flared gas 

is utilised in markets. To culminate these efforts, procedures 

to ensure that flare seizure and utilisation projects are develo-

ped and will work collaboratively with industry development 

partners, providers of flare-capture technologies and third 

party investors have been taken by government. To a large 

extent, one can state that the policy framework has significan-

tly led to a reduction of the amount of gas flaring, hitherto 

experienced in Nigeria. This is so because only about 800.59 

million standard cubic feet per day was flared from September

2017 to September 2018[12]. The study therefore highlights  t

he attempts of the present policy framework at reducing gas  fl

aring and a knowledge assessment was carried out by comp-

aring the correlation between academic qualification and years

of experience of selected experts on the Nigerian gas policy 

framework. 

       The National Petroleum Policy is to be implemented alon-

gside the National Gas Policy and the National Petroleum  Fis

cal Policy. The National Petroleum Policy provides the leg-

al, regulatory, institutional, commercial, fiscal and operational 

framework for the oil and gas sector. It is instructive to note 

that the fiscal provisions of the policies provide incentives and 

tax rates and tax exemptions, which are generally to encourage

a change in behavior of international oil companies engaged in 

oil and gas operations, towards environmentally sustainable 

outcomes.  

       Fundamentally, gas flare legislation and anti-flare policies 

are the conventional tools which have been used to discourage 

gas flaring. The policies however have not exactly discourage-

ed gas flaring. With reference to the policies, the paper conte-

nds that one cannot talk in terms of discouragement of gas fla-

ring. The aims of the policies are to phase out gas flaring com

pletely through encouraging gas utilisation projects and to 

meet the flare out target of 2020. 

II. MATERIALS AND METHODS 

The methodology adopted by this study was doctrinal. Doc-

trinal approach entails an analysis of the legal structure, legal  f

ramework of the subject matter and case laws [13]. The doctr-

inal approach was complemented with the use of key informant

interviews (KII) and questionnaire. The choice of this approach 

was for the purpose of getting first hand information on gas fla-

ring from key stakeholders. Officers in the Department of Petr-

oleum Resources, Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation  an

d legal experts that had been involved in the formulation of  ga

s policies and negotiation of oil and gas utilisation projects  and 

deals, were interviewed. 

The primary sources consulted were the Constitution of the

Federal Republic of Nigeria 1999 (as amended) and various 

statutes regulating the gas sector in Nigeria such as Flare Gas 

(Prevention of Waste and Pollution) Regulations 2018, Assoc-

iated Gas Re Injection Act 2004, Associated Gas Re Injection 

(Continued Flaring of Gas) Regulations 2004. The policies co-

nsulted were the National Gas Policy 2017, the National Petrol

eum Policy 2017, National Policy on the Environment 2017  a

nd the National Petroleum Fiscal Policy 2017. 

Secondary sources consulted were relevant law text-books, 

proceedings of national and international conferences, peer-

reviewed journals, annual reports of multinational oil compan-

ies, newspaper reports, reported cases and internet materials 

related to the subject matter. Qualitative and quantitative 

research designs were used. The aim of the qualitative approa-

ch was to achieve an in-depth understanding of various 

participants’ experiences and from the data, well validated  co

nclusions were produced, which corroborated the informat-ion 

from the survey. 

 

A. Study Population and Sampling 

 

Sampling refers to the process used to select a portion of the 

population for study. Qualitative research is generally based  o

n non probability and purposive sampling. Purposive sampli-

ng means that participants were selected because of some def-

ining characteristics that make them holders of the data need-

ed for the study [14]. 

      For the purpose of the study, purposive sampling was app-

lied. A search engine hg.org legal resources was engaged. 

Hg.org is one of the very first online law and government sites

founded in 1995. The sample frame was drawn from the Nige-

ria National Petroleum Corporation Abuja, Department of 

Petroleum Resources, Lagos and some leading oil and gas leg-

al consultants in Lagos, precisely Lekki, Victoria Island and  I

koyi areas. Firms such as Advisory Legal Consultants (ALC),

Lekki, who prepared the National Gas Policy 2004, and which 

firm also negotiated the first gas supply transaction under the 

National Gas Master Plan (NGMP) were visited. Others were 

Century Energy Ltd. Lekki, AELEX Legal Practitioners and  

Arbitrators, Ikoyi, Templars, Victoria Island and Streamsow-

ers and Kohns Legal Practitioners and Arbitrators, Victoria 

Island, who all provided the richest possible sources of inform

-ation. 
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B. Data Collection 

 

     For this study, the data collection technique was through 

key informant interviews (KII) with the participants and adm-

inistration of a questionnaire. Prior to conducting interviews, 

the informed consent of the participants were obtained in line 

with the requirements of the University of Ibadan Social Scie-

nce and Humanities Research Ethics Committee (SSHREC) 

which reviewed and gave full ethical approval for the study.  

Data collected from the questionnaire were entered into 

a Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) version 23.  C

hi square test was carried out to explore the correlation betw-

een the independent and dependent variables. 

III. RESULTS 

 

      A total number of twenty six (26) questionnaires were ad-

ministered over a 6 week period and at the end of the exercise,

twenty (20) questionnaires were retrieved, demonstrating a re-

sponse rate of 76.9%. There was an equal distribution of parti-

cipants in the study (males and females were 50.0% each).  Si

xty per cent were private practitioners while 40.0% were pu-

blic servants. Majority (65.0%) had Master of Laws degrees    

(LL.M). Four (4) key informant interviews (KII) were conduc-

ted; two were with management cadre officials of the Depart-

ment of Petroleum Resources, Lagos and the other two were 

principal consultants of private oil and gas legal firms in Lag-

os. The demographic data are tabulated in Table 1. 

 

TABLE I.  DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS OF RESPONDENTS 

Table

Head 
Demographic Characteristics 

 
             Variables Frequency Percentage 

Gender 
 
             Male 

     10  50.0 

 
 

             Female      10  50.0 

 

Total 
      20 100.0 

 

 Age 
             20-29years        3  15.0 

 

 
             30-49      14  70.0 

 

 
             50-59        3  15.0 

 
Total 

      20 100.0 

Years 
of Expe

-rience 

                0-5        8  40.0 

 
 

              6-10 
       7  35.0 

 
 
            11-15 

       1    5.0 

 
 
            16-20 

       2  10.0 

 
  

            21-25 
       1    5.0 

 

 
            26 and above        1    5.0 

 

Total 
      20 100.0 

 

Highest 

Qualifi-
cation 

 

            LL.B/ B.L        5   25.0 

Table

Head 
Demographic Characteristics 

 
             Variables Frequency Percentage 

 

 
           LL.M   13   65.0 

 

 
           Ph.D     1     5.0 

 
 

           Others     1     5.0 

 
Total 

   20 100.0 

 Place  

of work 

      Private Practitioners 

 
  12   60.0 

 

 
      Public Servants     8   40.0 

 

Total 

 

   20 100.0 

 

Rank    
        of 

Respon

-dent 
 

      Management Cadre     6   30.0 

 

 
      Consultant     8   40.0 

 

 
      Intermediate Cadre     4   20.0 

 

 
      Junior Cadre     2   10.0 

 

Total 
   20 100.0 

 

 

A. Awareness of the Policies and the extent to which they 

discourage Gas Flaring 

 

In response to the ways the policies have discouraged gas flar-

ing in Nigeria, one of the Management Officials interviewed 

at the Department of Petroleum Resources (DPR) Headquart-

ers, Lagos stated that: “The policies have not discouraged gas 

flaring in Nigeria. With reference to the policies, you cannot 

talk in terms of discouragement. The aims of the policies are 

to reduce gas flaring. To a large extent, they have significantly

reduced the amount of gas flaring hitherto experienced in Nig-

eria.” However, another interviewee, a Principal Consultant at 

one of the oil and gas advisory firms visited said: “The polic-

ies have discouraged gas flaring basically by seeking to phase 

out gas flaring completely through encouraging gas utilisation 

projects and ensuring total flare out target is met by 2020.”  

There was a general consensus among the interviewees that 

the National Gas Policy (NGP) 2017 is the current/ most rece-

nt policy on gas in Nigeria. Those interviewed were of the opi-

nion that the NGP 2017 is a comprehensive update on oil and 

gas policies in the last twelve (12) years. With respect to consi

-stency of the policies of government on oil and gas concerns 

over the years, this study confirmed that there has been some 

consistency to a very large extent. For instance, the policy pro-

visions of the National Gas Master Plan (NGMP) 2008 speci-

fically on Domestic Gas Supply Obligation (DGSO) which  w

ere not fully met under the NGMP, have in turn been fully 

incorporated into the recent NGP 2017. 

      In retrospect, policy initiatives have not been deficient in 

Nigeria. A vital question is whether there has been any consist

-ency whatsoever in the policies, as an obvious disconnect 

exists between the laws and policies governing the gas sector 

in Nigeria and some of the policies have remained untransmu-
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ted into laws. Omiyi [15] reported that deficient fiscal and gas 

pricing policies to boost investment, amongst other things, is 

responsible for the lingering problem of gas flaring in Nigeria. 

Adeniji et al [16] indicated that the Minister for Petroleum 

Resources is responsible for policy making in respect of the 

gas sector. They opined that government policy on the gas 

sector was usually deciphered from assertions that top govern-

ment officers and organisations made in relation to the gas 

sector. With deference to the National Gas Policy, Adeniji et  

al noted that the NGP was Nigeria’s principally validated gas 

policy, as it captured different aspects of government’s relati-

onship with the private sector and the roles of partakers in the 

gas chain and other ancillary matters.  

      Omorogbe [17] expounded on the correlation between 

policy, law and execution and noted that national legislation 

ought to align with enunciated policy declarations, and further 

argued that laws should follow policies and are crucial to the  

attainment or failure of such policies. Oyewunmi and 

Oyewunmi [18] examined the policy and regulatory perspecti-

ves on the issue of gas flaring in Nigeria’s oil and gas sector. 

They indicated that the policy viewpoint was suggestive of the

need for a fine-fettled environment. They further opined that 

putting in place a robust policy to regulate flaring activities of 

oil and gas producers in Nigeria was essential. 

      The Associated Gas Re Injection Act [19] prohibited gas 

flaring except with the approval of the Minister of Petroleum 

in writing. Section 3 (2) stated that: 

 

     Where the Minister is satisfied after Ja   

     nuary 1,1984, that utilisation or re injec 

     tion is not appropriate or feasible in part

     icular field(s) then he may issue a certi-

     ficate in respect of the company specify 

     ing the terms and conditions as he may  

     at his discretion choose to impose for    

  the continued flaring of gas and permit     

  the company to continue to flare gas in     

 the particular field(s) if the company       p

ays the prescribed fees as the Minister      

may from time to time prescribe. 

 

Associated Gas Re Injection (Continued Flaring of Gas)  

Regulations 2004 dealt with the conditions for issuance of      

certificate for continued flaring of gas as follows: 

 

   a. Where more than 75 percent of the produced

       gas is effectively utilised or conserved. 

   b. Where the produced gas contains more than 

       15 percent impurities such as: N2, H2S, C02    

      etc. which render the gases unsuitable for        

industrial purposes. 

  c. Where an on-going utilisation program is  

      interrupted by equipment failure, provided     

  such failures do not occur too frequently,           

from point of view of the Minister, and the        p

eriod of interruption is not more than 3       mont

hs). 

  d. Where the ratio of the volume of gas produc-

      ed daily to the distance of the oil field from   

      the nearest gas line or possible utilisation       

point is less than 50,000 standard cubic feet/        

kilometre. 

  e. Where the Minister in appropriate cases as 

he       may deem fit, orders the production of oil 

      from oil fields that do not satisfy any of the   

     conditions specified in these regulations. 

These regulations modified the present statute to offer half-

finished insusceptibilities for flaring in definite situations. 

Another amendment additionally braced the provisions of the 

law and fortified an acceptable sum of 2 kobo for each 1000 

standard cubic feet (scf) of gas flared. Afterwards, the fine 

was increased in 1988 to $11dollars per 1000 scf of gas flared.

Thereafter, AGRA 2004 and AGR (Amendment) Act 2004  w

ere enacted. The submission of detailed plans for gas utilisatio

n by International Oil Companies involved in operations in 

the country, by virtue of the statutes was mandatory. The flar-

ing of associated gas devoid of the inscribed authorisation of 

the Minister of Petroleum Resources (MPR) was outlawed by 

virtue of the statutes.  

      Flare Gas (Prevention of Waste and Pollution) Regulations 

2018 were issued on June 28, 2018 and made available by the 

Federal Executive Council. These regulations remain pertinent 

to owners of oil fields, comprising borderline field owners.  

The intendment of the regulations was to make available a 

legal framework to fortify the environment against the effects 

of flaring of gas, avert unending discard of associated gas and 

generate societal and profitable paybacks from gas flared [20].

Flaring of gas is unambiguously outlawed and the regulations 

further presented reporting obligations, whereby gas producers

were authorised to make flare gas data available at any given 

time, while similarly yielding once-a-month reports to the 

Department of Petroleum Resources [21]. The regulations ass-

ured the utilisation of flare gas by authorising the Minister to 

award certifications which would absolutely license holders of

such permits to take flare gas for and as representatives of 

the Federal Government of Nigeria, from site(s) [22].  

       The Flare Gas (Prevention of Waste and Pollution) Reg-

ulations 2018 provide for $2 for every 1,000 standard cubic  fe

et (scf) of gas flared payable by gas producers who account 

for over 10,000 barrels of oil production daily. However, pro-

ducers who do not yield up to 10,000 barrels of oil production 

daily are to pay 50 cents per 1,000 scf of gas flared. A supple-

mentary disbursement of $2.50 for letdown to yield precise  

flare statistics, make available right of entry to flare sites and 

append signature on link pacts. In accordance with the 

reporting obligations introduced by the regulations, it is man-

datory for gas producers to keep, maintain daily record of 

date, time, duration, rates, volume, gas source and flare type 

and yield the respective records once a month to DPR. The 

regulations cater for attractive punitive measures such as fines, 

custodial sentences, suspension of operations and or revocat-

ion of the functional license or permit. It is instructive to note 

that these measures, nonetheless, without incorporating market

-based instruments, are not deterrent enough to eradicate 

flaring of gas by the oil and gas producers.  

 

B. Perception of the Challenges of Gas Flaring Policies in 

Nigeria 

      The respondents’ opinions were sought on the policy 

challenges encountered in the quest to reduce gas flaring in 

Nigeria. This section contained likert type responses, where  t

he respondents were required to choose from one of the foll-

owing options: (A) Strongly Agreed (B) Agreed (C) Neutral   
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(D) Disagreed (E) Strongly Disagreed. The responses of the 

respondents are indicated below: 

 

Table 2. shows that 75.0% of the respondents agreed on the 

inability of the gas flaring policies to enhance and promote gas 

utilisation in Nigeria, while 20.0% were neutral in their opinio

n. On the other hand, no respondent disagreed, while 

5.0% strongly disagreed. On the lack of consistency in the 

policies, 50.0% of the respondents agreed, while 35.0% of 

them were neutral and 15.0% of them disagreed. On the 

current gas regime not discouraging gas flaring, 55.0% of the 

respondents agreed, 20.0% of them were neutral and 25.0% of

them disagreed. On the lack of infrastructural development in 

the gas sector, 80.0% of the respondents agreed while 15.0% 

of them were neutral and 15.0% disagreed. On the need for 

stiffer penalty to discourage gas flaring, 65.0% of the  respond

ents agreed while 10.0% were neutral and 25.0% disa-

greeed. On the absence of provision for revocation of license 

of companies engaging in gas flaring, 55% of the respondents 

agreed; 15.0% were neutral and 30.0% disagreed. On inadeq-

uate provision to address venting and monitoring of gas 

flaring, 55.0% of the respondents agreed, 35.0% were neutral 

while 10.0% disagreed. On inconsistency with global best pra-

ctices 45.0% of the respondents agreed; 40.0% were neutral w

hile 15.0% disagreed. On inadequate compensation for the 

communities, 65.0% of the respondents agreed; 25.0% werene

utral; 5.0% disagreedwhile 5.0% strongly disagreed. 

TABLE II.  PERCEPTION OF RESPONDENTS ON THE CHALLENGES 

OF GAS FLARING POLICIES IN NIGERIA 

SA (%) A (%) N (%) D (%) SD (%)

 9(45.0) 6 (30.0) 4 (20.0) Nil 1 (5.0)

6 (30.0) 4 (20.0) 7 (35.0) 3 (15.0) Nil

8 (40.0) 3 (15.0) 4 (20.0) 5 (25.0) Nil

14 (70.0) 2 (10.0) 3 (15.0) 1 (5.0) Nil

9 (45.0) 4 (20.0) 2 (10.0) 5 (25.0) Nil

5 (25.0) 6 (30.0) 3 (15.0) 6 (30.0) Nil

7 (35.0) 4 (20.0) 7 (35.0) 2 (10.0) Nil

6 (30.0) 3 (15.0) 8 (40.0) 3 (15.0) Nil

9 (45.0) 4 (20.0) 5 (25.0) 1 (5.0) 1 (5.0)  
 

Source: Researcher’s Questionnaire. 

**Data was presented as numbers (%) of participants. Perception was 
assessed by assigning 5 to Strongly Agreed (SA), 4 to Agreed (A), 3 to 

Neutral (N), 2 to Disagreed and 1 to Strongly Disagreed (SD). 

 

This study made a null hypothesis that there was a significant 

correlation between years of experience and the knowledge of 

oil and gas legal experts of National Gas Policy 2017. 

TABLE III.CHI-SQUARE TESTS 

  

 

         Value 

 

 

Df 

Asymptotic 

Significance (2-

sided) 

Pearson Chi-

Square 

         2.826a                8           .945 

Likelihood Ratio          3.551                8           .895 

Linear-by-Linear 

Association 

           .217                1           .641 

N of Valid Cases               20   

 

a. 13 cells (86.7%) have expected count less than 5. The 

minimum expected count is .05. 

A chi-square test of independence was calculated comparing 

the years of experience of oil and gas legal experts and their 

knowledge of the National Gas Policy 2017. No significant 

relationship was found where 

 

(x
2 
(1) = 2.826, p > .05) 

 

Years of experience did not seem to influence their knowledge

of the NGP 2017, as some with less years of experience were 

found to be more knowledgeable about the NGP than those  w

ith more years of experience. The result therefore rejected  the 

null hypothesis assumed. 

IV. DISCUSSION 

A. Academic Qualification and Knowledge 

 

The criterion for admittance to legal practice in Nigeria in the 

field of law is a first degree in law from any university which 

offers courses prescribed and recognised by the Council of  Le

gal Education. The Council of Legal Education is answe-

rable for the legal tutelage of individuals that seek to become 

members of the legal profession [23]. By virtue of their qualif-

ication, oil and gas legal experts can therefore express opinio-

ns based on the knowledge, skills, training and education they 

have acquired. The legal profession is grounded on proficien-

cy in law and its applications [24]. Sound legal education to 

lawyers in training and legal practitioners in diverse sectors is 

very essential, cutting across national and international 

frontiers.  

      Age is a very significant demographic characteristic which

has been used as one of the important variables in present day 

social science studies to classify individuals and elucidate var-

iances amongst them. Global Education Monitor (GEM) 

reported that by cultivating knowledge, inculcating ideals and 

principles, education plays a pivotal role in helping people to  

abstain from naturally harmful practices [25]. It also brought  t

o the forefront, the correlation between advanced stages of ed-

ucation and articulating concern for the environment [26].  

      Research emphasised that people with additional education

are predisposed to being more apprehensive about the enviro-

nment while engaging in policy formulations and supportive  

of political decisions tilted towards the control and decline of 

greenhouse gases. This distinctive outlook is conjoint to oil 

and gas experts in Nigeria who are committed to reducing gas 

flaring to negligible levels.  

      Education is positively correlated with knowledge. Althou

-gh, little or no studies have been conducted with reference to 

knowledge of gas policies and work experience of oil and gas 

legal experts globally, some studies have been conducted 

among school children (primary and secondary) to investigate 

the correlation between their knowledge and educational 

practices or programmes for environmental intervention.  

      Lieflander and Bogner [27] found no correlation between 

environmental knowledge and the attitude of the respondents 

within the framework of environmental intervention. Wang et 

al. [28] assessed the status of factors associated with residents’

knowledge, attitudes and practices related to air pollution and 

respiratory health of children in Shangai. They found a signif-

icant correlation between the average knowledge scores and  t
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he parents’ educational knowledge and average household 

income were two strong indicators on knowledge or 

awareness.  

B. Years of Experience and Knowledge 

 

Epistemology is a subdivision of philosophy which studies the 

foundation, nature, techniques and confines of human knowl-

edge [29]. It is derived from the Greek word ‘episteme’ which 

means knowledge and ‘logos’ which means reason [30]. “Exp-

erience” can be defined as the ‘direct observation of or partic-

ipation in events as a basis of knowledge; the state of being 

affected by or gaining knowledge through direct observation 

or participation [31].’ Technical and legal skills, as well as kn-

owledge of the oil and gas industry are gathered during the 

engagement of oil and gas legal experts. With increased years 

of work experience, greater awareness of what the job entails 

is developed. Additionally, years of work experience gives pr-

actical first hand experience and there is an accrual of skills 

such as teamwork, decision making and problem solving, whi-

ch are key to legal expertise. 

       Acquisition of experience over the years helps legal expe-

rts in the oil and gas sector to be more knowledgeable and ski-

llful than those who don’t have such experience in that given  

field. The knowledge of the policy framework among oil and 

gas legal experts was derived mainly from internet materials, 

oil and gas conferences and executive press releases related to 

the subject matter. Nevertheless, there appears to be an existi-

ng gap in knowledge with respect to the National Gas Policy 

2017, as many, have little knowledge of the new market instr-

uments within the Nigerian policy framework [32]. 

      Locke [33] advanced a theory of epistemology which infl-

uenced the acuity of knowledge subsequently. His theory indi-

cated that the entirety of an individual’s knowledge solely ori-

ginates from experience. He opined that experience entails 

two fold phases known as observations from peripheral obje-

cts (sensations) and inner maneuver or reflections of our min-

ds. Locke argued that understanding is produced from sensa-

tions or reflections. However, research has shown that knowl-

edge is no longer solely founded on experience but on conce-

pts in the mind and experience. Whewell [34] advanced a the-

ory of knowledge which suggested that knowledge is a fusion 

of both experience and our opinions and scrutiny of things in 

our surroundings. Hume [35] suggested a nexus between kno-

wledge and experience, which was a total departure from 

Locke’s views. He perceived the nexus materialised from a  co

mpendium of activities with similar facts garnered together 

in the mind resulting in a course of action. Whewell research-

ed into the nature and composition of knowledge and this diff-

ered from Locke’s work which was based on the origin of kno

-wledge. 

      Other studies conducted have shown a nexus between kno-

wledge and experience. Stanley and Pollard [36] examined the

relationship between the years of experience and levels of kn-

owledge, attitudes and self efficacy among the selected 

proffessionals. The study however found no significant correl-

ation. Yunusa et al. [37] suggested that government should em

-brace gas utilisation policy and there should be intensification 

of the penalty for companies engaged in gas flaring, while 

generating electricity from the flared gas. Nwanji [38] conside

-red the legal and environmental outlook to gas flaring and 

stated that there was no explicit average and time interval for  

the implementation of government policies. Oluduro [39] 

stated that without a flawless legal framework, effectually 

containing national gas flaring issues might be tough, although 

the influence with Nigeria gas master plan and policy, have 

not been essentially identified in their productiveness.   

 

V. CONCLUSION  

 

The results indicate that the current policy framework with ref

-erence to the gas sector are somewhat robust and promise to 

serve as a legislative relief to end gas flaring in Nigeria, if  th-

ere is a paradigm shift, more towards market based approaches

to environmental regulation, inspite of the challenges hitherto 

encountered with reduction of gas flaring in Nigeria [40]. The 

results of this survey provide valuable information on the kno-

wledge, awareness and perception of the NGP 2017 among  p

urposively selected oil and gas legal experts in Nigeria.  

      Oil and gas legal experts play a pivotal role in the implem-

entation of policies and improving the quality of positive env-

ironmental outcomes, yet many appear to have little knowle-

dge of the new market instruments the policyframework in  Ni

geria is bringing on board to reduce gas flaring in Nigeria.  Th

e study can therefore become a basis for a national study  eval

uating the knowledge, awareness and perception of gas 

policies among oil and gas legal experts in Nigeria. To address

the gap in knowledge therefore, the study suggests the possib-

le inclusion of advanced education on market based instrume-

nts in environmental law curriculum subsequently. 
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